Tommy hosts masterelass in Czech Republic

Dromore artist Tommy Barr
has just returned from the
Czech Republic following his
participation in Festival For-
fest, which was held in the
UNESCO protected old town
of Kromeriz.

Thiswasawelcomereturn
for Tommy, having previously
participated in 2015.

The theme of the festival
this year was “opportunities
ininternational cooperation”,
a theme which Tommy ap-
pears to have taken to heart,
with a series of impromptu
collaborations alongside his
programmed contributions.

For Tommy these un-
planned interactions with
friends are often where the
magic happens.

Tommy presented hisexhi-
bition entitled “Un Beau Ref-
uge”,at Gallery U Artuse. This

is a well travelled exhibition
which draws from the legacy
ofthe Huguenot refugeeswho
came to [reland fleeing reli-
gious persecution in France
during the15th century.

He was joined on opening
night by his friends Rebecca
Rustand Friedrich Edelmann,
principals/soloists with the
Munich Philharmonic, Basel
Symphony and Tokyo Sym-
phony Orchestras.

They played Hans Gal's Di-
vertimento for Bassoon and
Violoncello, Gal was himself
arefuge from Nazi Germany
and went on to co-found the
Edinburgh Festival, where
Tommy has also exhibited
previously.

The music complimented
Tommy's paintings perfect-
ly and in closing the event
Michal Kucera of Gallery U

Artusetold gueststhat “some-
thing special happened here
tonight”.

Nowinitstwentyeight year
Forfest hasbecomeoneofthe
highlightsofthe Czech cultur-
al calendar.

Acentral element isalways
thelecture series which seeks
to disseminate learning and
fuel new thinking.

Tommy's lecture discussed
the value of perceived multi-
ple legacies on the artist’s
work and the impact of crea-
tive refugees. He referenced
imagery from his exhibition
but also works from influen-
tial artists past and present.

This was a highly topical
subject that generated great
interest and discussion.

Tommy’s lecture was par-
ticularly well attended, with
students from the Archiepis-

copale School present by spe-
cialinvitation.

Following thelectureagal-
lery tour ofhis exhibitionand
an artist's masterclass were
arranged for the studentson
themorningofthe final day of
the festival.

At the masterclass paints
weremade using pigmentand
bindersintheschool'sfaculty
of scienceand laterusedasthe
class focused on techniques
for surface and on paint ma-
nipulation.

Tommyisonceagain grate-
ful to festival organisers Va-
clav and Zdenka Vaculovicovi
and to Michal at U Artuse for
their generous invitation and
help withthe events. Heisalso
currently putting the finish-
ing touches to the paintings
for his next exhibition in Ro-
mania this September.

R
Tommy relaxing with Rebecca Rust and Friedrich Edelmann in front of
Titian's Apollo and Marsyas.



